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of Solomon; and behold, a greater than Solomon is here. The
men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and
shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of
Jonas; and behold, a greatei than Jonas is here."1 His wander-
ing life, at first so full of charm, now began to weigh upon
him. " The foxes," said he, " have holes, and the birds of the aii>
have nests ; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." 2
Bitterness and reproach took more and more hold upon him. He
accused unbelievers of not yielding to evidence, and said that, even
at the moment in which the Son of man should appear in his
celestial glory, there would still be men who would not believe in
him 3

Jesus, in fact, was not able to receive opposition with the cool-
ness of the philosopher, who, understanding the reason of the
various opinions which divide the world, finds it quite natural that
all should not agree \iith him One of the principal defects of
the Jewish race is its harshness in controversy, and the abusive
tone which it almost always infuses into it. There never were in the
world such bitter quarrels as those of the Jews among themselves.
It is the faculty of nice discernment which makes the polished and
moderate man. Now, the iackof this faculty is one^of the most^cpji-
stant Jeatures. pJt_the_Segiitic mind. Subtle and refined works, the
dialogues of Plato, for example, aie altogether unknown to these
nations. Jesus, who was exempt from almost all the defects of his
race, and whose leading quality was precisely an infinite delicacy, was
led in spite of himself to make use of the general style in polemics.4
Like John the Baptist,5 he employed very harsh terms against Ms
adversaries. Of an exquisite gentleness with the simple, he was
irritated at incredulity, however little aggressive.6 He was no
longer the mild teacher who delivered the " Sermon on the Mount,"
who had met with neither resistance nor difficulty. The passion
that underlay his character led him to make use of the keenest
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